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WARNING

This document contains information affecting the national security
of the United States within the meaning of the espionage lawus

U.S. Code Title 18, Sections 793, T94 and 798. ' The law prohibits
its transmission or the revelation of its contents in any manner
to an unauthorized person, as well as its use in any manner prej-
udicial to the safety or interest of the United States or for the
tenefit of any foreign government to the detriment of. the United
States. It is to be seen only By personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive information in the designated control
channels. Its security must be maintained in accordance with
regulations pertaining to the | |and Communications
Intelligence Controls. No actIom 1Is tO D€ taken on any communica-
tions intelligence which may be contained herein, regardless of
the advantage to te gained, if such action might have the effect
of revealing the existence and nature of the source, unless such
action is first approved by the éppropriate authority.

Prepared by
Defense Intelligence Agency
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FOREWORD

. (S) The purpose of this report is to describe the present
‘potentzal of the Chlnese Communist Navy and the efforts. belng
exerted to make it a maaor naval force. - Following the Sino- 7
‘Soviet rift in August 1960, the nﬁial construction programs of
the Chlnese Communlst Navy apparently were’ brought to a stand-
still. Recent ev1dence suggests that they were reactlvated, or
“at least given new impetus,bln mld-1962. In the past nine months
we have discovered +that the Chinese Commmnists have built or ‘
" assembled a "G"-class ballistic missile GSu‘bn,;arine, bhave built
an "R"-class submarine and have contlnued th61I4"Wf—GISSS sub-
marine construction program We know that they have one "Osa"
and one. "Komar" gulded missile patrol boats, and pose;bly mpre,
and that they have built a modern submarine tender, and that
they are.actlvely constructlng and modernizing nﬁ@bers of_pthe;
naval craft. The conclusion is dbvwous that as soon as a mlssile
‘becomes available for the'"G"—class ballistic mlssile sﬁbmarine,
‘China will pose a signxflcant naval, as well as psychologlcal
threat to all Asian countries. It would ‘be n31ve to assune thet
1ts axmltions will be satlsfled at that point. )

-2 (S) This report is based on a briefing which was presented
to a number of audiences at the Pentagon during the late summer
of 1965. gIn preparlng 1t for publlcatlon, it has been updated,
and relevant all-source material has been added. It is now

being distributed to selected addressees as & matter of intel-

iigence interest; !
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1. (8) The Chinese Commmist Nav& now ranks as the‘la.rgest and the
fastest gcowing paval force in ‘the Far East, and includés the fourth
largest submarine force in the world, totalling some 32 units. . It
comprises over 1,000 ships, is supported by =& well established shore
organization, é.nd has a personnel strength of 76,500 including

14 500 in the naval air arm. 7

2. (S) Although +the 32 su'bmar:.nes g:.ve it a significant o:t‘fensive
potential, the ‘CCN is primarily a coastal defense force. It is
capable of cond.ucting motor ‘borpedo boat, mine :Lay-.Lng and mine-:
swéeping opera'bions. * Tt has an ;.imh:.b:.oﬁs 'troop 1ift ca.pab:.li‘by of
landing two infentry d:.v:Ls:Lons (28, OOO personnel), and its naval air

arm, equipped with land based planes > can conduct air a'b'tacks in

supporb oi‘ naval opera.‘b:.ons.

3. (S) Fleets a.nd. Ma.gor Bases. The »CCN is organized intd three'

flee'ts, North, Eas'b and South Sea, with National Naval Headqua.rters
loca.'bed. in Peip:_ng The n:agor:.ty of mgor comba'bants, and all of the -
submarine force, are ass:l.gned. -t:o the North a.nd East Sea Fleets,_ The
South Sea Fleet is primarlly a patrol-surveilla.nce a.nd logls'b:\.cal

suppor‘b organization.
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The following bases are of mg.jéf_significahce in the Chinese

mE | ESE . ssE
Daii‘en ’ . . Wusung . , . Swé.‘b'ow
Lushun A Shanghai T ; Huang-pu .
Tsingtao .. - Ting Hai . ‘Chap-Chiang
v ) Yulin
_"5. (S) There exist also 10 bases of lesser :_mporte.nce whlch provide
Vlogist:_c support to fleet units as well as serv:_ng as home ports for

patrol un:n.ts a.nd Off-Shore Defense ForcevSh:.ps. e

6. (8) The CCN is a havy mad® up of mny dlffe:x:ent sh::.p types. ‘Some

25X6 |

others are of Soviet design, either given directly to Ch:Lna 'by the
Soviets , Or assembled in Ch::.na. using Soviet conmonen'bs and techn:.cal
assistance; ‘still others are of strictly ChiCom deszgn anrl construct:.on.
. Recent photography of many of these sh:i.ps and their equipment, reflects
an unusually good material cond.ition. Personnel obsérved conducting .
shipboard gun mount drills, avaiting pe:rson.nel :Lnspect:.on, or paraded
at quarters as the. shlp s‘tancls ou‘b of port, all reflect =& smart, _'baut s
well d:.sciplmed. a.'ttitude. While the a‘bove a.re only outward mnifesta—

. tions, they nonetheless are important n_nd.icators of train:i.ng ’ pol:.cy

’ a.nd. doctrine.

Ts- (S) Shlp‘bu:.ld:.ng and Modernization Program. The CCN is now

embarked on an amb:xtious ship‘buud:.ng and modernization program. High

vpr::.orit.y is placed on the construction of submarines. Two and-possibly

3 s_hipyard.s are involved. "W" a.nd/or “R" su‘bma.r:.nes are probably ’teing
3
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The Chinese Communists currently have 23 "W" apd 4 "S-1" class submarines.
are-under éonst;'uction or modernization at Wu Chang and Shanghai.,
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built :_n Wuchang Shiﬁyard;,‘ 600 kn.ni_. up the Yangtze, and in Kiangnan . -
_Shipyard, in Shanghai.;/Lo Ta Shipyard in Dairen, built the first
ChiCom "G" Class 'ballistic misszu.e su'bms.r:Lne s ard will probe.‘bly con-
s‘truc't the follow—on hull if omne is built. The "G“ Class SSB, first
. observed. in November 611» at Pier 4 of the -commercial ‘harbor in_ Da.:i.ren,
is still f:.tt:.ng ou'b there. I't'. is not known when she w:.:l.l become
operatlonal, ‘but possibly by early f£all. To date- no missile is known ~

to be svailabie for this unit. - -

‘8. (8) Tke ChiComs are. also 'building m:l.nesweepers, Recer;t informa- .
tion and’ ground photogre.phy revealed these units in Sha.ngha-n.. Prior
"to August 1964, ships of this +type were no-b known *l:.oQ exist. The
Naval Order of Battle for this t;ype had been. constant for years, -
but now reflects a total of 63 minesweepers, including 2k of the

new type.  This is significant. )

9. (Sj Repor'bs by marit:!me sources when they enter- ;ports :bhroughout
China, refer to 20, 30, ho even up- to 50-100 'trawler—minesweepers of
the type illustrated. (p.lO) These ships have been observed. con-
ducting mmesweep:_ng operations » but may also have a dual assignment
as tra.wlers. To date these units have not been added t6 ‘the NOB, .as

their speciflc functions and mmbers ha.ve not yet-been resolved.o.
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The "Shanghai" class PTF Photo taken at Shanghai, 1963. Units with pendant numbers falling within .

the "Shanghai" class block have been observed Qconducting firing exercises with 57mm guns.
This 45 the first [ Jindication that armement of his size has been placed on the "Shanghai’ class,

although the photograph shown ndicates that this is probably the ‘case.
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10. (8) “S]sanghai" Class fast patrol boats are being built in Dairen.

These are excellent, high-speed units, 130' 1ong, with one 57 mm. mount
foiv"ard. and one ’d.ualr-,37 xm'_n. mount aft, torpedo tubes and sonar. They

- can be used for all types of patrol/coastal surveﬂ_'l.ance'missions.

Exactly how many the Chinese ha.ve; prec:Luced. is unkedm. The 1 July 1965

NQB carri_ed.al; Shaﬁgha.i's, 12 each;-"‘ located. in 'theN_or"t;h and East Sea

Fleets. However,. reqent inforné.‘liio:i indicates that 7 units- h,e.\;e been

added to the‘ South Sea Fleet; l&A sfa'i:iéned in Hai-kou and 3 in Canton. i

| . . . .
While T:he addition of these 7 ships doés not significantly increase

_the Sox‘rbh Sea Fleet naval order .of bettle ; it does indicate that the
ChiComs are beefing-up the strength of this fleet to meet the growiné
threat of the vietnam s:x.tua‘bion, and that they consider the "Shanghai"
Class P’L’F a useful component of th:_s effor'b. N

i1. (S) The P-J+ P 6, and possibly a mnew Chinese vers:.on of a more
sophieticated motor’ 'borped.o 'boat, are being bullt., There are a.v total
of 178 of these units. They are d.eployed in- a].l 3 fleet areas, and
~provide the CCN with a. sign:_flcant. offensive ard defensive ca;pa.b:.l:_”t:.v'°
1_2. (S) Hutung Sh:\.pyard in Shanghai is building naval auxiliaries up
- to hQOO 'bqns. Seven medium-size naval ‘bankers have been built or are
building there. These units ‘have been identi-fied by photograpby and
appear TO be of modern design. The addltlon of these units to the
navy is most importan and. po:.nts out the Chn.Coms concern 'F'or im-
prov:.ng their logistical capabilities. To date we have no evidence
that ‘the ChiComs have an at sea replenlshment capa‘bility.,

13. (S) The submarine ‘bender :LJ_lustrated was recenily .,u:_lt in

|
Hutung. This unit or:.gg,na]ly.carried pendant nu.m:ber 6202, tut that

number has been cha'n‘ged to 329. The tender is 330* long, | |‘bea.m,

T
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Chinese Communist Swbmarine Tender in the Yangtze. Late 196%4.
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18" daraft and displa.ces br 000 tons. It has L heavy d.u'by ‘turret-type

cranes, an open well deck for hand.l:.ng subma.rme equlpment and armament,
ineluding torpedoes , and associated workship areas typical of submarine
tenders. It is ‘armed with 2-37mm open turrets a.nd. 4-25mm over-under
'lmi'rets. Th:i.s unit provides the CCN wi‘bh mo'b:L’Le vorkshop and logist:u_cal
support for her submarines, in areas removed from ma jor naval ba.ses. :
The ship :L‘l_lustrated. was s:.ghted on 30 April. 1965 operating off the
‘ChouShan Isle.nd area in company with a "W" Class subnar:.neni This

possible training or operational exercise may :.nd:.ca‘be that 'bhe tender

is reag.mg for deployment, Qoss:.'bly +to the South Sea Fleet.

1k I:l Whithin the past mon&h, submr:.nes have. also been noted

by COMJIIT conductirng exerc:.ses in the East Sea Flee'b area in company

with & submari.ne associated auxi_'!.:.a::f vessel. |:|has a.lso revealed .
that up +to five su'bmarmes have ‘been cond.uct:_ng opera‘tions :Ln the ’
Choushan Island. area over the last year.’ This :Ls three more than ever
previOusly observed. ‘The significance of +this is yet to be determ:.ned.»
Meanwhlle it is of *watch" Ainmortance. )

o 5.0 (8) Recen't inte:l_'L:.gence which could be highly significdnt is t.he
s:.ght:_ng of the cruiser Peiching in Hsn.nkang (northern end, Gulf of Chihli)
This sh.ip 1s the ex—Brrb:.sh cru:.ser Aurora, g:.ven to the. Chinese: Nat:.onallsts :
in 19’-4»8. . The Chi Nats rena.med it the Chunk.:.ng, ‘and in February 1949, the )

- gship with her full crew emba.rked., defected to the Ch:u_nese Communists.
- The ship was sunlk. in the North China port of Hulutao by Chi Nat 'bom'bers
- and for some months lay ca.ps:Lzed on the harbor bottom. She was refloa.ted

and towed to Dair;en for repa:u: or sc:‘app:_ng. Reportﬂ in 1959 indica.tea.

that the cruiser had 'tbeen 'movedl +to Shanghal and was tied up in the

~

9
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Chinese Communist'Trawler/Mineéweepéra at Shangiel. LOA S0-100 ft. Beam 18", About 80 to 90 fons.
Steel ulled,  ~. s ' : '
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Whangpoo River above Interhational Settlement. A sighting report on

1 June 1965 stated that thé cruiser was o'béerved ’be::‘.ng towed downstream
in 'the Whangpoo River, Shanghai; her status-and clest:ma'bion unknown.
The recent reports from Hsm.ka.ng :Lnd.icate 'bhat 'bhe ship is being worked
on, the hull is newly painted and in exceuent@ondltion? and 2. the
ChiCoﬁs‘aLra apparently refitting the ship. If this is in fact what the
ChiComs are doing, it would provide them w:.th%. ship possessing good
fire-power, and one useful for sho-wing the flﬁg.

|:| A1) 'bhe foregoing bears out the fact that the Chinese
Navy is on the move -- mod.ernizmg, ‘building; 'l:ra.inins, expand.ing
|:|:Lnd1ca'bes that training is conducted with some regularity._ In
Apr:.l, 1965, two "R:_ga" class destroyer escorts, one HASEIDA'JZE class
patrol escort, and one "Ka:.bokan II" c.’!ass patrol escort conducted -
frring trammg and. single sh:.p exerclsesa . Duri_ng the same. period
two "Kronshtadt" ‘cla.ss submarine chasers cond.ucted sonar drills and
several IST and I_SM 'typ'e a.mphi'bious, u.n:i.ts engaged in undetermined
'type activity. Exercises of this type 'are-nof isoia’bed iz;stances,
and have increased significantly. during 1964-65: '

17. (S) South Sea Fleet. Of partlcular :.nteres'b because of its .

proximity to the conflict :Ln Sou‘bhee.st As:.a is the South Sea. Fleet
area which includes Hainan Is]{s_,nd and  €tke Gulf of Tonkm. . The -
threat to U.S. Naval :Eo¥ces> in the area are presently -the CCN motor

. torpedo toat sq_uadrons 1oca.ted at Yul:.n and Ch:u_nglan on Ea:!_nan Isla.nd,
and the T MIB's based 1n Canton. EBEach squadron is. mde up of at -least
+twelve units. Both P-I and P-6 class MIB's are a.va.ilable for use,

the former armed with 18 inch torpedoes, the same ships a.nd a.rmmen'b

TOP -SECRET
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as u'bl]j.zed by the North Vietnamese Navy a@.inst U.S. naval units in

~the Gu:!i of Tonkin enga.gement in Augus-b 1961L An;,r attack launched by
CCN PT boats will be executed with more fmesse, in grsater num'bers, and
wil_'L undou‘\ted_ly *-e pressed bome with more v:.gor than that prev:.ously

d:sp]ayed by the North V:Letna.mese attackers.
18.  (S) Should the Chinese Conmunlsts dec::.de +that the situation in

' S.E. Asia warrants ;submrine deployment to these areas, it is estimated

that 'bhey mlght send up 'bo 1!-0‘" of their “W" Class'submarines‘ south.

De‘t:a:.led :\.nforn:at:.on on CCN su‘bnarine operations is lacking, ma.k:_ng 11'.
dlff:.cul‘t to assess. the:r combat: read:_ness, and 'to estimate the route
these submarines would take from the North apd Eagt Sea Fleets on.
their transi‘b south. - We feel that the operat:.on of submarines for
over ten yea.rs mus‘b have given the CCN submariner some degree of

) profic:x.ency a‘bove medlocrlty, and that he could ma.ke the southward

't-ra._nsit +to the east- of 'I‘aiwan, avoiding shipping lanes and meintaining

electronie silenée‘g There is a good chance that the transit could -

be made undetected .

.-,A'19- (8) For some ‘bme analysts. have expected su’bmrme deploymen‘b
to the South Sea Fleet The -most log:.cal base for su..,marlnes deploying

to tbat area is Yul:.n, on the southern tip o:f.‘ Hainan Island. It is

int_eresting to note ‘|

during WWII. | The Trell—protected. port provides access to deep water
for su'bmarine operatn.ons, aﬁd is s‘bra.teg:.eally located to provide
‘ready access to the Gulf of Tonkin and the waters of £ South Vietnam.
Tt would be expected that the submarine ‘tepder previou.sly shown,

would also deploy to this ares, to pr‘ov;!.de logistical and reépair

i3
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support +o the opera.“bing subma.rmes. A’sswning eight submaTines are

deployed to th:.s area., 1t ‘38 estim=ted that the CCN could keep four -
submarines on s‘tat:i.on within a2 radius of about 925 m:L'Les of Yulin,

on & continuous basi__s. This would complicate the already complex
problem of 1og’is1;ic ‘supply to our forces in South Vietnam. As a
matter of interest,. the mouth of ;the Me.kong.River' , serving Saigon;

. is only 525 nau'oical miles by sea from Yulin.

20. (s) Conclusions. It can@'be 'ex.pectecl +that the Chinese Navy will
‘continue its rapid naval e:@a.ns:.on by 'bhe phasing out of obsole'be
ships (‘bhese5 in the case of -the - CCN my be’ very o0ld indeed);’ ‘by
mod.ern:.zation and tme]y overhaul of existing units; a.nd through
‘continuance o:f.' its ambitious shipbu:_ld_u.ng progra.ms, with emphasis

on su'bmar:.nes. ' : . : o s

21. (U) As the Chinese Navy adds to its experience and introduces
n_e\:»rer units into its order of battle , it vill no gi.oubtv gain the

. confidence and conbat rea.é.ines’.s which are expected of a naval ’power.
22. (8) To sum up, the Chinese Comzmm:.st Navy is & potent:.al threat
to Asia and U.S. na.val forces deployed there. It 1s evolving :_nto

a modernized navy capable of exertmg s::.gn:.f:\.cant :Lnfluence in Asia 5
and its development, deployment and . mcreasing opere.t:.onal capa.‘bil:.t:.es

are being closely i‘o]_lowed.._‘
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"Riga" class DE at Shangtal. Oné of 4 units.
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"p-6" Class Motor Torpedo Boats at the Wusung Naval Base, Shanghai. There are eighty pius units in
the (.hinese Communist Navy.” - ) ) 6 .
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"Syatow”. class Motor gunboats, Shanghai. Backbone of off-shore Defense Force (ODF), with I plus units.
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Minesweepers at Shﬁnghai.
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Recently discovered "Etorofu” class Patrol Escort, Tsingtao Harbor. This unit vas believed scrapped
in early 1950's. . : ’
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".43" class Fleet Minesweeper, at sea. Twenty-four units in N.0.B.
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